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Distribution List: 

NewLease Pty Ltd. 

Current NewLease Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Version Date Author Comments 

1.0 24-02-2014 NewLease Services Initial version 

1.1 12-08-2014 NewLease Services Correct a few typos 

    

 



 
 

Commercial in confidence © NewLease Pty Ltd 2014 3 

 

Introduction 

Subscription licensing sits at the heart of the commercial services that are offered by the Service 

Providers supported by NewLease.  As with all software, compliance with the terms of use is 

mandatory. However despite this and the important role of the software assets, usage reporting is 

based on a trust model.  This relies on the service provider to maintain compliance and to optimise 

their reporting by using the best licensing terms. 

 

From talking and working with service providers it is clear that despite a desire to be compliant and 

optimised there is a lack of clarity around licensing terms and conditions. 

 

Consistent with the NewLease mission to: 

 

Reduce Complexity for our partners and make it easier for them to focus on their businesses 

 

We are creating papers such as this that focus on specific areas of compliance and optimisation. 

 

If you are interested in further information then please contact your NewLease Business 

Development Manager (BDM) – enquiries@newlease.com.au, +61 3 9642 8695  

Overview 

Microsoft are clear that it is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure that they are 

compliant with the SPLA licensing terms.  A key value add of NewLease is to support our partners 

in understanding these licensing terms.  However it is important to understand that NewLease 

advice cannot replace the underlying responsibility of the service provider to get things right. 

In the world of SPLA licensing the SPUR (Service Provider User Rights) document is one of THE 

key reference materials. 

The SPUR is structured around 3 sections; Universal, General and Product specific.  It is important 

to realize details in one section cannot be read in isolation.  To correctly understand the use rights 

of products available on the SPLA program all 3 of these sections need to be referenced and 

considered. 

 Universal License Terms - These are license terms that apply to every product (except 

where specifically noted in the General License Terms and/or Product-specific License 

Terms). 

 General License Terms - These are license terms that apply to all products licensed under 

a given model except where specifically noted in the Product-specific License Terms. 

 Product-specific License Terms - These are license terms that apply specifically to the 

product or products under which they are listed. 

 

mailto:enquiries@newlease.com.au
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Easy access to the SPUR 

When joining the SPLA program a Service provider will have been provided with a copy of the 

SPUR.  However we all know that documents can be “filed” and difficult to find when we need them.  

The good news is that copies of the current (and historic) versions of the SPUR can be found at: 

http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/DocumentSearch.aspx?Mode=3&DocumentTypeId=2  

If you want to see previous versions of the SPUR then you need to select the “Show Archived” 

checkbox. 

http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/DocumentSearch.aspx?Mode=3&DocumentTypeId=2
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Product Specific Customised copies of the SPUR 

Whilst an understanding of the whole of the SPUR is important it can be overwhelming when you 

are trying to understand the usage rights for a specific product. 

To fully understand the usage rights for a specific product you CANNOT simply reference the 

specific product terms.  You need to review the Universal, General and Product specific terms. 

This can be complex and hence open to the risk of missing key terms.  Again the good news is that 

Microsoft have provided a tool to create customized versions of the SPUR. 

http://spur.microsoft.com/products.aspx  

This allows you to select specific products and then the tool extract the relevant terms from each of 

the Universal, General and Product specific sections. 

HOWEVER this customized product report will not necessarily include dependent products so you 

will need to be aware of these to get the full picture e.g. SQL Server requires Windows. 

http://spur.microsoft.com/products.aspx
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Example for Microsoft SQL Server Standard (Core) 

For example if you wanted to understand the usage rights for Microsoft SQL Server Standard under 

core licensing: 

 

 



 
 

Commercial in confidence © NewLease Pty Ltd 2014 7 

 

The “document format” options are explained below.  You may wish to try both formats to see which 

works for you. 

 

As you can see there is an option to either view online or to create a Word document for future 

reference. 


